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Chivalry

Wanted: Dead or Alive
What is chivalry?  What was the original code of chivalry, and does it still exist….or is it dead?  To deepen your understanding of chivalry—both then and now—access the following web sites and answer the following questions.

1. In the space below, explain the meaning of chivalry in your own words after visiting the following site: Medieval Life: Chivalry.   

2. According to the Knight’s Code of Chivalry & Vows of Knighthood described in the Song of Roland, what are some of the codes of chivalry (name at least 6)?
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3. Compare the Ten Commandments of the Code of Chivalry and the Code of Chivalry from the Rifts: England Supplement as listed on the following web page: http://www.astro.umd.edu/~marshall/chivalry.html.  
a. What are some of the similarities and differences between the two?  
b. Which set of codes do you like better, and why?
4. Using all three codes that you have read (from #2 & 3), answer the following:

a. What do these codes of chivalry tell you about the medieval society?  What was important in medieval life?

5.  Read Brian R. Price’s Modernized Code of Chivalry and then answer the following questions:  

a. Do you think this is a good modernization of the code of chivalry?  Be sure to fully explain your opinion.

b. Based on this modernized code, do you think chivalry is alive or dead today?  Respond in a well-organized and supported paragraph (8-10 sentences).  Be sure to use as many specific examples from real life as possible.
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6. Write your own 10 Rules for Modern Chivalry.  You can direct your rules for males, females, or for both genders.
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7. Extension Activity:  Analyzing Art


St. George and the Dragon by Paolo Uccello depicts a legendary knight, St. George, in the process of rescuing a lady in distress from a horrible monster.  

At a glance, the painting appears to be a traditional portrayal of a knight in combat: the white steed; the armored hero; the helpless lady; the ferocious enemy.  But look more closely.  Is the damsel in distress?  What is she holding?  Does the knight look like a muscular champion of good?  

What does this piece seem to say about “chivalry”?
NOTE:  When analyzing this or any piece of art, keep the 3 C’s in mind:  Context: Determine the meaning; Composition: Look at focal points, colors, and shapes; Critical View: Decide whether the artist achieved his/her objectives and whether or not you like the painting.
Extension Activity:  Debate

8. Think of an outmoded “courtly” custom, such as a male walking on the outside of the street to protect a female.  Should this custom be abandoned or not? (Explain your response.)

Click on the picture to see a larger image on the Internet.








